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Re-examine the Obligation to Objectivity of Prosecutors in Taiwan through

Legal Metaphor

Ludwig Zhang"
Abstract
Although there are some differences and amending, the Code of Criminal Procedure of
Taiwan is based on the reception from the one belonging to Germany. Thus prosecutors
in Taiwan have the same Obligation to Objectivity which requires them to give equal
attention to circumstances both favorable and unfavorable to an accused(Kuo 2013).
Till today; however, most prosecutors in Taiwan still only play a role of a party on the
other side from accused. This paper is aimed to describe the gigantic gap between the
code and the reality by using methodology of cognitive linguistics, which could help
us to clarify the essential absence in the existing research of Law Study. In this article
I would use research methods, including Critical Discourse Analysis(Van Dijk 2006),
Narratology Analysis(Prince 1982) and Metaphor Mapping of Cognitive
Linguistics(Lakoff & Johnsen 2003), to prove either the way or the attitude that most
prosecutors possesses are far from the requirement of law. Even more, some prosecutors
are as furious as how they once were at the authoritarian regime. Besides, observing
how the metaphors of language affect the prosecutors would provide us with a vital clue
to what kind of environment- which would shape the image of prosecutors- the
prosecutors live in. Therefore, finding the metaphors of legal language via the exam of
both official political and historical document and newspaper which records the
discourse or texts of prosecutors is one of necessary keys to answer the question about
how prosecutors treat accused. Hence, with both formal legal document and text of
prosecutors from the press, this article would find out the style and pattern that
prosecutors prefer to, and the way how the metaphors of law affect prosecutors. By
discovering and analyzing the metaphor and discourse in text of prosecutors, I would
claim that because of the metaphor used in code, the Obligation to Objectivity in Taiwan
is hardly been achieved, and the Cognitive Linguistics should be seen as a useful

research method by Law Study.

Keywords: Legal Linguistics, Cognitive Linguistics, Critical Discourse analysis,

Prosecutors, Obligation to Objectivity
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