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The Sorcerers’Apprentices: 

A Comparative Study on Law Clerks at the U.S. Supreme 

Court and Taiwan Constitutional Court 

Hong-Cheng Chang 

Abstract 

Scholars on comparative constitutionalism in Taiwan put much more 

emphasis on fundamental theories and scrutiny standards than personnel issues 

in judicial review and constitutional adjudications.  This article offers an 

institutionalist and socio-legal perspective on how the U.S. Supreme Court 

(“USSC”) and Taiwan Constitutional Court (“TCC”) perform their work by 

Justices and their law clerks.  The author finds an interesting similarity between 

the two Courts on historical development of the clerkship and roles and 

functions of law clerks to Justices.  The USSC increased the number of law 

clerks and improved decision making processes years ago to resolve Justices’ 
overloading problem; however in the last two decades the TCC’s 15 Justices 

shared only one law clerk for twice as many cases.  The newly revised Organic 

Act of Judicial Yuan enables Justices to hire judges on loan to TCC as law clerks, 

                                                      

 Ph.D. Candidate in Law, National Taiwan University. LL.M., Leiden University (The 

Netherlands) and National Chengchi University (Taiwan); M.A. in Sociology of Law, 

IISL/IISJ (Spain). I would like to thank former Justice Tsay-Chuan Hsieh and Justice 

Pai-Hsiu Yeh for their guidance and encouragement when I served as their Law Clerk at 

Taiwan Constitutional Court; Li-Fen Liu, Po-Chun Lin, Chien-Wen Chu, Chao-Chih 

Lei for their contributions in collecting information about clerkship history and 

development. My thanks also go to both referees, and former Justice Chen-Shan Li, 

Te-Ho Guo, Kun-Hung Laio and Chen-To Lin for providing constructive comments and 

help in improving the contents of this paper. By this paper, I would also like to wish  

former Justice Tzong-Li Hsu, former Justice Yu-Hsiu Hsu and Justice Dennis 

Te-Chung Tang the longevity and happiness for their 60th birthday. All remaining 

errors are my own. 

E-mail: lexqueer@gmail.com.  



魔法師的門ㄍ：從美國經驗看㎌國大法官助理制度厂審理案件程序之厃革  607 

 

 

 

 

replacing existing dedicated law clerks, and making all 15 Justices share a group 

of Assistants who handles procedural reviews and administrative matters.  The 

author criticizes such arrangement to be impractical, and suggests that the USSC 

solutions, such as increased number of dedicated law clerks, writ of certiorari 

and cert pool system, be adopted to effectively improve the performance of 

constitutional adjudications. 
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