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This course is an advanced undergraduate and graduate introduction to legal anthropology.
At the intersection of legal studies and anthropology, this sub-discipline examines the role
of law in, of, and through culture and society. Key questions include: How are legal systems
shaped by culture? How are cultures shaped by legal systems? Are all legal-cultural systems
equal? We will read widely from both classic and contemporary texts in the fields of legal
and political anthropology, examining the logics of legal systems and how people use, abuse,
subvert and leverage them. Focusing broadly on how law matters in everyday lives, we will
address law’s changing relationship to discipline, power, justice, and governmentality.
Students will learn ethnographic approaches to studying law and legal encounters. Topics to
be covered include rules and norms, legal pluralism and consciousness, the cultural defense,
bureaucracy and governance, human rights, and social movements.
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