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Prof. Atsushi Omura

Professor Atsushi’s research focuses on contract
law , consumer law and family law . He has
been studying in France for about 3 years and
has a deep knowledge of French civil law.

As a visiting scholar at the College of Law, Na-
tional Taiwan University in 2018, Professor Atsu-
shi taught intense courses on Family law amend-
ments in Japan and Amendments of Japanese Law
of Obligations. He will also visit again in October

2019. During the visit, he will teach intense course

on Issues and Methodology in Legal Research on

Japan Civil Code.
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Prof. Dr. Thomas Pfeiffer

Born in 1961; Graduation in 1978; Law studies
in Frankfurt aM; Scholar of the Studienstiftung des
Deutschen Volkes; First State Exam 1984; Re-
search associate with Prof. Dr. med. Manfred Wolf
in Frankfurt aM; Doctorate 1986; Legal clerkship,
Second State Examination 1989; 1989-1990 Visit-
ing Scholar at Yale Law School, New Haven, Ct.,
USA, Habilitation fellow of the DFG.

Prof. Pfeiffer is currently working on various book projects in the areas of civil
law, IPR and comparative law. A special focus of work is European private-

law and European conflict of laws law.

The chair is currently in charge of the EUFams II project, which is funded by the
European Commission and co-ordinated by the University of Heidelberg with the
Max Planck Institute Luxembourg and the Universities of Milan, Lund, Osijek, Valen-

cia and Verona. Further information can be found on the project page.
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KEFEEIZEL : Prof. Franklin E. Zimring

Franklin Zimring was a member of the University
of Chicago law faculty as Llewellyn Professor of Law
and director of the Center for Studies in Criminal Jus-
tice. He joined the Boalt faculty in 1985 as director of
the Earl Warren Legal Institute. He was appointed the
first Wolfen Distinguished Scholar in 2006 and served
in that capacity until 2013.

Zimring’s major fields of interest are criminal justice and family law, with spe-
cial emphasis on the use of empirical research to inform legal policy. He is best
known for his studies of the determinants of the death rate from violent attacks;
the impact of pretrial diversion from the criminal justice system; and the effects of
criminal sanctions.

He has been a visiting professor at the University of Pennsylvania and Yale
University, and a fellow of the Center for Advanced Studies in Behavioral Scienc-
es. He is a fellow of the American Society of Criminology and a member of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. From 2005 until 2011, he was the prin-
cipal investigator for the Center on Culture, Immigration and Youth Violence Pre-
vention, supported by the Centers for Disease Control.
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